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YANCHEP PINE PLANTATION 
Grievance 

MR P.T. MILES (Wanneroo — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.34 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for 
Environment, Hon Albert Jacob, whose electorate comes somewhat into what I want to talk about in my 
electorate of Wanneroo. As we have all discussed in this chamber, our electorate boundaries will change at the 
next election. Some of us will pick up new areas and other electorates will shrink and lose areas. I will lose part 
of east Wanneroo, but I will pick up more of the Gnangara pine plantation, as well as Carabooda and Gnarabup, 
right up through to Yanchep Beach Road and the back of the member for Butler’s old area. 

My grievance is about the Yanchep pines. The Yanchep pine plantation is widely used by the whole northern 
corridor, whether it is for horseriding or trail bikes. Even the dog walkers association out there uses it, as well the 
police department to train sniffer dogs to trace and find dead bodies and the like. The pines plantation is a great 
recreation facility. The issue is that some of the residents in my electorate and the wider community are 
concerned that the pines are being cut down. In some cases there was a need to cut down some of those pines 
because of European borer, fires and the like. However, the “Perth and Peel Green Growth Plan for 3.5 million” 
encompasses most or all of the pines in some form, and there is some concern about what might be planted in 
lieu of the pine plantation, whether it be natural vegetation or pines again but of a different species. Some of my 
constituents are members of BirdLife Western Australia and are concerned that the Carnaby’s black-cockatoo 
will not be cared for in that environment. The electorates and the corridor as a whole are concerned because of 
the value that most people put on the pine plantations, whether they are in Yanchep or Gnangara. We are also all 
mindful that the whole area will expand and another 400 000 to 500 000 people will live in that corridor. With 
that in mind, we are looking at another 100 000 or so dwellings in the area that could be high-rise dwellings, 
normal housing or something else. I would like the minister to respond to the fact that we need to look after the 
environmental impacts of that increase in population while still looking after the need to use that area as a social 
area and an area in which the environment is safe. Clearly, it is also our water source, and we need to expand the 
horticultural area as well. This is the importance that we have placed on the outlying regional area before we 
move into the regions proper where the member for Moore’s electorate starts. These are definitely concerns that 
my electors have and I am quite sympathetic towards them. I grew up in the area, as did the minister. I will not 
embarrass the minister but I have known him for many years—I did not get to change a nappy but I do know that 
he was in nappies at some point. 

Mr A.P. Jacob interjected. 

Mr P.T. MILES: Yes, very much so. Nevertheless, the minister’s understanding of the area is there. I know that 
the government has a plan for this and is working through it because it is out for public consultation at the 
moment. Some people want to muddy the waters in any way they can. I have no idea what the Labor Party’s 
position is on this plan because it just wants to throw mud at it without a proper outcome. Could the minister 
outline to me and to my electorate what he is planning to do with, especially, plantations to take them forward? 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.39 am]: I thank the member for Wanneroo 
for the grievance. I even appreciated the interjections from the member for Collie–Preston. In answering the 
member for Wanneroo’s grievance, the draft green growth plan, or the strategic assessment of the Perth–Peel 
region, is the largest city-focused environmental assessment that has ever been undertaken in Australia. This plan 
is one of the largest red tape reduction initiatives ever undertaken in Western Australia by government or the 
private sector. It seeks to secure up-front federal environmental approvals. The plan looks 30 years ahead and 
provides certainty regarding the protection of Perth–Peel’s unique natural environment. It is a holistic approach 
to all of the environmental challenges that we currently face within the Perth–Peel region. It provides capacity 
for the Perth–Peel region to grow to 3.5 million people by 2050. Importantly, it accommodates the clearing of 
only a further three per cent of the Swan coastal plain for an extra 1.5 million people to move into the Perth–Peel 
region. That is an almost 70 per cent increase in our population, but only a three per cent further impact on the 
clearing of native vegetation. It is in stark contrast to the clearing, since settlement, of around 70 per cent of the 
Swan coastal plain, which has been cleared to accommodate our present population of about 2.1 million. 
The plan also proposes a comprehensive conservation package that strengthens the protection, management and 
restoration of key environmental assets. It sets aside an additional 170 000 hectares of land for new conservation 
reserves in Perth–Peel and surrounding areas. It is one of the largest expansions ever undertaken to a reserve 
system surrounding a capital city. It also commits to a package of key measures to improve the water quality of 
the Swan and Canning Rivers system, as well as the Peel–Harvey estuary system. Coming back specifically to 
the member for Wanneroo’s electorate, a key issue addressed within the plan is the harvesting of the Gnangara, 
Pinjar and Yanchep pine plantations. This is a class of action for the harvesting of 23 000 hectares of plantation, 
and is also in accordance with existing state agreement act obligations. 
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Significant work has been done on modelling groundwater levels of the Gnangara mound that have declined in 
response to not only a drying climate and increased abstraction for private and public water supply, but also, 
very significantly, mature pine plantations and a changed fire regime over native woodlands that sit on top of 
that mound. The continued drop in the water level within the Gnangara mound is threatening the sustainability of 
the Gnangara groundwater resource. The draft plan outlines a strategic and balanced approach to future land use 
for the Gnangara, Pinjar and Yanchep pine plantations. It does a number of things, including improving the 
groundwater recharge within the Gnangara mound, thereby enabling increased extraction into the future for 
drinking or horticulture—an important industry in the member for Wanneroo’s electorate. The plan provides for 
ongoing food sources for Carnaby’s cockatoos, and it allows the state to meet its timber supply state agreement 
act obligations. It delivers new urban and industrial land and provides access to strategic basic raw material 
resources—again, an important industry in the member for Wanneroo’s electorate. 
Critically, a balanced approach meets the competing needs of groundwater-dependent ecosystems. As the 
member for Wanneroo knows, many of these are stressed within his electorate. A good example of a stressed 
groundwater ecosystem is the Yanchep caves and conservation category wetlands throughout the region. To 
compensate for the loss of Carnaby’s cockatoo feeding habitat—albeit this is not their natural feeding habitat, 
these are introduced species; they have shown themselves to be adaptive in moving into introduced pine 
plantations—the draft plan commits to a suite of actions aimed at supporting Carnaby’s cockatoos that will also 
benefit other threatened species as opposed to the pine plantation that services only the Carnaby’s cockatoo and 
is largely a threat to many other species. For the Carnaby’s cockatoo, the plan proposes to replant 5 000 hectares 
of pines in the Yanchep area, primarily for foraging habitat into the future. As I said before, it expands the 
conservation reserve system by 170 000 hectares. I underline here that 116 000 hectares of 170 000 has to be for 
the Carnaby’s cockatoo habitat. The plan includes revegetation and rehabilitation that will focus on improving 
existing habitat quality for Carnaby’s cockatoo and other species, and restoring or improving habitat connectivity 
and ecological linkages across the landscape. 
Replanting projects such as the urban forest project will increase the occurrence of plant species that can be used 
by Carnaby’s cockatoos for foraging and roosting. Carnaby’s cockatoos have shown themselves to be an 
adaptive species, and many other species can be used as substitute food sources. Improvements to the Carnaby’s 
cockatoos’ breeding and associated feeding habitat at known breeding sites will include fencing and protecting 
remaining habitats, breeding hollow repair, and control of nesting competitors such as corellas. Research and 
monitoring will be undertaken to improve knowledge about the species and inform conservation measures and 
adaptive management. 
In finalising this plan, the state government is investigating further measures for the future management of the 
Gnangara, Pinjar and Yanchep pine plantation areas that are likely to reduce the impacts on Carnaby’s 
cockatoos, including available food resources. I am proud to say that for the first time within a generation we 
have stimulated a dialogue on the need for a better plan for urban growth as well as groundwater protection, 
whilst providing a sustainable and liveable city where there is a future for a local environment including a range 
of threatened species such as Carnaby’s cockatoos. Maintaining the status quo of past conservation management 
and ad hoc development is simply not an option for governments going forward. We continually tackle and 
overcome challenges to ensure that this great state’s natural values are sustained well into the future. Member for 
Wanneroo, I highlight that the draft plan is open for public comment until 13 May, which is tomorrow. I know 
there has been a lot of community interest. 
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